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cism of the war spirit and its debasing efifects, when, in harmony
and peaceful competition with the most advanced nations of the
old world, we shall resume our work in the interest of the higher
civilization of mankind, then Paul Cams will be remembered as one

Xo more

of our pathfinders.

befitting expression of the ideal of

life which he upheld and which will assure Paul Cams a lasting
memory in the coming era of human progress can be found than
in the closing words of his little book Whence and JJliithcr, an

admirable summary of his philosophy
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may

not serve as bases for knowledge

;

we may

believe or disbelieve

that twice two are four, that two straight lines cannot enclose a
space, that Christ was of divine origin and worked miracles, that
IJrutus murdered Julius C?esar, that Ijacon wrote Shakespeare, that
a sea-serpent was once seen off Galveston, or that Theodore RooseIf we take any one
velt was twice president of the United States.
of these propositions and investigate its truth or falsehood as thoroughly as we can, it is quite possible that we run up against some
cherished prejudice or other and the prejudice may prevent us from
grasping some truth which this proposition may indicate, either un;

ambiguously or

—
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and private compartments, to profess belief or disbelief in certain things and not
Such a man Paul Cams was
to show their beliefs in their lives.
not.
)f him it may l)e said more truly than of most other philosophers and men of science that to live was both to express and to
practise his ideals.
Throughout a full and busy life he sought
calmly and without rest the truth that might be expressed in any
or all of the domains of thought and action, science and art.
to divide their lives into public
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Thus, there was a rapid growth in the number of his books, emphasizing, on the one hand, that what claimed to be sources of knowlin mathematics or natural science, critically examon the other hand, his wide eagerness to discover fragments of the truth that may be glimpsed in ])oetry. art. or even in
It is instructive to compare
the myths and syml)ols of religions.
Comte and Cams in one respect Comte tried explicitly to found

edge must be, as
ined, and,

:

Carus saw clearly
permanent can neglect history
or put itself into uncritical opposition to the systems which have for
centuries expressed some of the dearest and highest aspirations of
mankind, and that it is not a merit to allow ignorance to blind the
glimpses of truth that we sometimes get from prophets, poets, and
priests of other religions and other philosophies.
In his refusal to admit uncriticized would-be "sources of knowledge" and in his wide interest in all branches of sciijnce, there was
something in Carus that reminds one of Kant, liroadly speaking.
Carus was a Kantian
but he was by no means an uncritical fola religion on the basis of positive science alone
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It seems to ha^e been from Kant, and partly perhaps
f mictions.
from Grassmann and certainly from his own psychological tendencies in the direction of visualizing numbers, that his beliefs grew
that the science of space was fundamental in mathematics. Toward
express
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own i)hilosophical results Carus maintained a critical attitude
and one of the most frequent and characteristic utterances of his
was that he had no wish to found a philoso])hv of his own, but only
to contribute to the philosophy of science.
He was not a maker
of systems, as were Hegel and Spencer he was a wide-minded
and scientific thinker, as Hegel and Spencer were not.
It seems that, in those who really live in their works and ideals,
it is impossible to separate the philosopher from the man.
Everything human that struck one about Paul Carus.
his humorous and
lovable personality, the affection with which he inspired us all
seemed to l)e knit up with the great ideals which he followed. These
ideals indeed were his very life, and ga\e him much of his charm.
A brave spirit and a true friend.
his
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